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Two Inflances of [omething Remarkable in Shining Fleth, from Dr-
J.Bealof Yeavel in Somerfetthire, in a4 Letter to the Publifber.

SIR,

Frer you have been tired with thenoife of a pieceof Frefr,
Beef,which fhined in the Str4nd in London,within few hours
after it wasbought in the Market ; itmay {eem fuperfluous,or te-
dious,to difcourfe more of fuch maters. But for fome:hing, which
1 have not feen formerly remarked , and which fell out in this
Town, and in the Houfe where I dwell, within my own knowledg,
I fhall give you the Inftances,as briefly as I can.
Iiii 1.Upon
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f. Upon Friday (Febr.2¢. 1675.) aWomanof this Town,
bought inthe Market a Neck of Veal, whichf{eemed well colour-
ed,and well conditioned in every refpe@: The Calf,a cow-calf,
was Killed in the evening the day belore ; it was hung toa Shelf
inalittle Chamber,where fhe and her Husband lay : Upon the fol.
Jowing Saturday, about g in the night, the Neck of Veal fhined fo
bright, that it did put the Woman into a great affrightment. She
calls up her Husband ; he haftens to the Light, as fearing fire and
flames,and feeing the light come only from the Flefh,he caught the
Fiefh in his lefthand, and beat it with his right hand, asendea-
vouring to extinguifh the flame,but without efie&. The Flefh fhi-
ned as much, if net more,than before, and his hand,with which he
did beat the Flefh,became all ina flame,as bright,and vivid,as the
Flefh of the Veal was, and fo it continued, whilft he went from
place ro place,thewingitto others.  Then he thrults his blazing
hand in:o a pail of pure water; this could not extinguifh the flame
at ail,but his hand fhined through the water: at laft he took a nap-
kin, and wiped his hand,till he wiped off all the Light, Thenext
day (being Febr.27.)the Veal was drefled,and fome of the Neigh-
bours,who faw it fhining,were invited to eat of it: all efteemed it
as good,as any they had eaten. A part of it was kept for Febr,28,
and 29.in which time it loft nothing of its fweetnefs.Other circum-
ftances 1 omit for brevity.

2.And now I want not a parallel in confort for that part of this
Relation,which feemeth ftrangeft : For on Tuefday (being 4pr.4.
1676.)a fat Pork was killed for my Family; within two days,the
Guts, or (asfome call them ) the Chisterlings, and feet of the Pork
were boyled, and after they were throughly cold, they were put,
indue order,in foufe-drink,or pickle,ina low room,on theNorth-
fide, which had little light at mid-day, and was very dark,as foon
as night began. 4pr,8. all thofe parts of the gurs,and the claws of
the feet,which floated on the top of the pickle,began to fhine, and
the parts immerfed under water gaveno light ; the light increafed
daily more and more inall the parts that floated. 4pr.13.the lighe
feem’d as bright as the brighreft Moon-thine ; thus it continued to
thine (but fainter and fainter, and in fewer parts) almoft a week
longersfor,being often tumbled up and down,by flow degrees all
funk into the pickle,and then all the light expired. Whilft the light
was vivid, I caus’da Maid-fervant torub one of her hands upon
the fhining part ; after which, the came through three roows, into
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the place where I fate,between a great fire on one fide,and a candlc
or two ona Table near at hand,on the other fide;and in this place
fhe thew’d me her hand,all over fhining, as bright as Moon-fhiae ;
one indeed ftood between her hand and the fire, another between
her and the candles.  Thence I went inta another room, where
there was but a fimall fire,and no candle,but (at that time) a little
Moon-fhine through a window, there the fhining parts of her
hand, or indeed her hand all over appear’d to me very bright
flames. Then I caufed fome of the fhining Pork to bebrought into
the fame room,and examined,whether the pickle did not fhine,and
fo might give the flaming tinGure to the Maids hand ; but by wi-
ping the Pork diligently with a napkin, tillit was perfe@ly dry-
ed,we found, that the flame of the Pork was rather increafed, (as
we all thought)than diminifhed. Then I defired all the company,
( whereof fome were young children, which have the tendereft
touch) to try, whether the moft flaning parts had any perceptible
degree of tepidity;all agreed,that they could feel no warmth, Bue
I continued to diret them all to compare the dark parts with the
moft luminous, by that part of their fore- fingers, which hath the
moft tender perception; after 3 or 4 trials,all agreed ftill,thacall
parts of the Pork were manifettly gelid ; but fome thoughe, they
perceived the luminous parts lefs gelid than the dark parts,others
denied it:for my own part,I found not fo much difference,as could
clear me from fufpe&tinga preponderingfancy.After thefe Tryals,
the Maid wiped off the light from her hand, by rubbing her hand
ftrongly with a napkin, three or four times over. ‘

3. Then I fuffer’d my Servants to call in feveral Neighbours to
fee it,night after night, and particularly the Mother and Sifter of
rhe Woman,which had the fhining Veal, This I did partly to pre-
vent, that they might not raife ffories of Ghofts in my Houfe ; yet
fome were forward at it If we had had a mind to a@& Pageantries,
or to fpread a ftory of Goblins, you fee how eafily it might have
been done, by finearing ones hands and face all over with the tin-
Gure of light,which adhered fo permanently. And befides,I noted,
that by thisacquired blaze, the face and hands would appear a
great deal larger than they were, and the manner how it was done
being concealed, the learned and ingenious might be ata lofs to
difcover what it might be. '

4. If othersthink fit ¢o vilifie thefe Obfervations,yet I muft ac-
knowledg,That I never heard nor read of the like,till Honourable
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Mr. Boyle was pleas’d to oblige us withanaccurate accompt of a
cck ot Veal,and a Puliet, which were luminous,as you have pub-
jithedit in V.89 of your Tradts,p.s 1cy.Hiftories report of a fud-
diinand fhort fulgor about the countenance of the living, which
they in erpreted o prefage fomething excraordinary, by which
tholt perfons became 1luftrious ; but of deadsarkaffes which be.
caine thus lwninous, [ have read nothing inold Records.  That
Mackrels, in heir pickle, did cafta fhining blaze, fome days be-
iore they were iil tafted, or ill fented, 1 gave you notice e5May .
1665.as "tis inyour Firff¥ol. n.13.p.226. Since whichtime ] try-
ed ofien toobain the like, bu:without fuccefs, though I know
not whit circumftance was wanting. The pickle in which the
Pork was pur, was made on'y of pure Water, Bran,and bay-Salt,
and was [ar from fhining : [t quencht che iight by degrees of the
ihining Flefh. The Mackrel-pickle(’which was bovl'd with a mix-
ture of fweet herbs) by a little ftirring became fo Jumigous,thar a
droporitinthe paims of childrens hands appeared as broad asa
fhilling, or broader, fo thacawafthof itmight too fitly ferve for
lwmpoiture,

5. For thedifficulty of obtaining the fame, and for many o-
ther confiderables, Trefer to Mr. Bople’s Pneumatical Experiment
37. by him obfervid abeue 18 years ago.  And I think, fhining
WWorms are feidem found in Oy fters,as was obferv'd by Monfieur
Awzont, In yOur .12, p.203.  And perhaps one may wait a long
day, before he fhali feefucha long-lafting Light in the Irifb Seas,
as was remarked in vour Fol9. ». 111, p.240.  Sothat I canpot
won3er, if expeit Chymiits doby fome Chance obrain more,than
by Artaad much diligence they can repeat again, fince they deal
with fuch fickle agents,asFireand Flame.Ihave heard of fomeDews
on Meadows, fhiningin the early morning, before day - light ; but .
thofe more frequently. Thefe and much better,fome of Mr, Boyle’s
Inftances in your forementioned Experéiment 37. and more in his
Difcourfe of Luminous Gews at the end of his e'aborate Treatife
of Colors,may 4at leaft,by refemblances,inftru& us to apprehend the
na-ure of fome fhining Meteors among the Clouds,er in our lower
Region, of which,they fay, fome have a finging heat, and do blaft,
and :hat fome are to the touch gelid,yet do poyfon or corrupt our
flefh. And T have read in our Chronicles,That in Exgland,for many
days together, there hath been a fiery incalefcence with iight, as if
all theair had been ina flame.  Thus we have flaming Air,and fia-

ming



( 603 )

ming Water, in Seas, and in Clouds, and in Pickle 5 yet not o fre-
quent,as to efcape always the {ufpicion of being Prodigies.  But
in the forefaid references more is faid of Light, than | amable to
exprefs; | fhall only add, That [ gave full warning to obferve,
whether the Light in my two Inftances had any blewifh or green-
ithtin€ure ; all thatfaw both, afirmed the Light tobe as clearas
the brightef{t Moon fhine,and fo it appeared to my own eyes ; and
I can perfeétly remember, that I really thought the beams which
came from the Mackrel,and the ftirred pickle,to be bright Moon-
fhine,tilla Servant brought me to the Veflel,to fee the contrary.

Pofifeript.  We had the report here(whether true or falfe,you
may beft know) of the thining Beef in the Strand, about the fame
time,when the Neck of Veal, firlt mention’d, thined here,  And it
was here obferved, That the Stars had that night a glaring bright-
nefsand largenefs, more than ordinary, and for fome moneths be-
fore,and ever (ince, the weather hath been more gentle, warm,and
dry, thanisufual in thofe months 5 but *tisabove my skill to de-
monftrate, how this beiongs'to the matterinhand.  Note, that the
Mackrel-pickle was thick and not tranfparent, till it was ftirred

and flaming; the Pork-pickle was clear,or tranfparent,yet fhined
not in any part.

A Difeonr [e concerning the Spiral, inflead of the fuppofed &nnular,
Seructure of the Fibres of the Inteftins 5 diftover’d and fhewn by
the Learn'd and Inquifitive Dr. Wiliiam Coletothe R Socicty.

E’ Ifcourfing (ricar two yearsfince) witha very ingenious Per-
__# f{on, concerning the Mechanical reafon of the Leriflaltick
motion of the Inteltines, which is by Anatomifts deduced princi-
paily from Aunular fibres,conltituting,according to the reccived
dodrine{with the righe fibres immediately invefting them, though,
by theby, I rake thefe to makea diftinét coat) one of the coats of
them ; hisfence was (which he told me was that likewife of fome
others of hisacquaintance ) that they might he rather numerous,
though fiall, Sphinéer-mufcles, than fingle fibres, to which that
motion 1s (0 be attributed ; Mufcles being in moft, ifnot all, other
inftances owned to be the adequate inftruments of motions analo-
gous to this 5 and fibres, though abfolutely neceflary, yet beingno
otherwife o, thanas (a number of them being colle@ed, and fily
difpofed) they conftitute a Mufcle,

The Coajelture feemed to me more probable than the valgarly
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